EJDGAR ALLAN POE.
Unfortunately, this disclaimer is traversed by a letter from Mr. C. W. Alexander, the publisher of the magazine, to Mr. T. C. Clarke, of Philadelphia. In answer to the question whether Poe's alleged irregularities at that time were such as to interfere with his work, Mr. Alexander writes : —
" The absence of the principal editor on professional duties left the matter frequently in the hands of Mr. Pee, whose unfortunate failing may have occasioned some disappointment in the preparation of a particular article expected from him, but never interfering with the regular publication of the " Gentleman's Magazine," as its monthly issue was never interrupted upon any occasion, either from Mr. Poo's" deficiency, or from any other cause, during my publication of it, embracing the whole time of Mr. Poe's connection with it. That Mr, Poo had faults seriously detrimental to his own interests, none, of course, will deny. They were, unfortunately, too well known in the literary circles of Philadelphia, were there any disposition to conceal them. But he alone was the sufferer, and not those who received tho benefit of his preeminent talents, however irregular his habits or uncertain his contributions may occasionally have been."l
It is possible that Mr. Alexander, writing ten years after the event, may have confused his recollections and antedated the intemperance of Poe, which became frequent and notorious duriug the next year:* , "Were it not for this letter there would
1 Alexander to Clarke, October 20, 1850, Gill, p, 97., 1881.
